Upcoming event
2011 Alumni Weekend
May 13-15
Friday, May 13th
1:00 p.m. – 6th Annual Mu
Golf Outing
Cost is $45 per person, this
includes your golf, golf cart
and driving range access. We
will have a cookout at the
Shelter following the outing.
Look for more info by email or
Facebook, or call Mike Brenner
at 614-844-4422 or email
delthctreasurer@gmail.com.
6:00 p.m. – Cookout at the
Shelter
Saturday, May 14th
2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. – Open
House Reception at the
Shelter

On The Web
Do We Have Your Email
Address?
We’re missing email addresses
for nearly 500 of our alumni
brothers!
Having a high percentage
of email addresses is a critical advantage to our alumni
association. Why? It saves us
money on paper and printing,
it enables us to communicate
with you more frequently, and
it allows us to put you back
in touch with long lost Mu
brothers.
We will never sell, trade or
give away your email address
– ever. Your email address will
be stored in our secure database and used solely for DTD
communications.
You can send your email
address directly to our alumni
relations firm at feedback@
affinityconnection.com.
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House Corporation Report
Change is Good, Right?
By Mike Brenner ’99, House Corp Treasurer

With Fall semester 2010 in the books and
Spring 2011 half over, it’s a time of constant
change for Mu Chapter and Ohio Wesleyan
University. A longtime House Corp member
retired and our chapter advisor relocated to
Northern Ohio requiring him to step down
from his position. In addition, Fall 2010 was
the first semester living under the University’s
new Memo of Understanding (MOU).
In July 2010, John Ford ’73 decided it
was time to retire from active duty as House
Corporation President. John served as President
for the past ten years, but felt it was time to
pass the reigns onto a younger Mu alumnus to
steer the House Corp into the future. It was
certainly a sad day to see him retire, but he is
focusing his energies elsewhere by serving as
a mentor and providing guidance to the new
House Corp President when needed.

“Please join me in thanking John
and Dan for their contribution of
time and talent to the chapter for so
many years.”
In May 2010, Dan Rettig ’96 relocated
from Columbus, Ohio to Avon Lake, Ohio.
Dan had served as the Chapter Advisor for
the past three years. His relocation, and the
addition of two young family members to the
Rettig household, required that he too pass the
torch onto new blood.
Please join me in thanking John and Dan
for their contribution of time and talent to the
chapter for so many years. They can be reached
at jford@jonesobenchain.com and danrettig@
hotmail.com, respectively.
Fall semester 2010 was our first semester
living under the new University guidelines that
replaced the original Real Estate Management
Agreement (RMA) signed in the early 1960s.
The jury is still out on the effectiveness of this
www.owudelts.org

agreement, now known as the MOU. The
Shelter has never looked better, as OWU is
providing weekly housekeeping similar to what
students living in the dorms receive. However,
there are certainly challenges to relinquishing
control of a facility housing 24 men, such
as ensuring the stalls are continually stocked
with tissue, light bulbs are replaced promptly,
and house repairs are made in a timely and
sufficient manner. We, along with the other six
fraternities on campus, are working with the
University to make the new MOU a win-win
for all involved.
In closing, I would like to request that
all members with email contact me at
delthctreasurer@gmail.com. I am making this
request because the new MOU has significantly
limited our discretionary income for items such
as publishing and mailing Mu Murmurs. In
the next couple of years, we hope to transition
our Mu Chapter member publication into a
primarily electronic form of communication.
We currently have valid email addresses for
less than 50% of our living alumni, and we are
working to significantly increase that figure.
We don’t want anyone to be left out, so please
contact me with your name, graduation year,
address and email address at
delthctreasurer@gmail.com.

Check out Mu Chapter’s newly
redesigned website at
www.owudelts.org!
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EducationAL Foundation
Mu Chapter Asks Members to Designate their Gift to the W. Edgar West Educational Fund
John Ford ’73 has been working diligently
with Ken File at the DTD Educational
Foundation to establish the W. Edgar West
Educational Fund for Mu Chapter. This
special fund was set up to solely benefit Mu
Chapter. All gifts are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law, just like any other
donation to the Foundation.
To all of our members that make
an annual donation to the Educational
Foundation, we are asking that you
designate your gift for the benefit of
Mu Chapter. All you need to do is write
“Designated for the W. Edgar West
Educational Fund” or “Designated for
Mu Chater’s Fund” in the memo line
of your check. Alternatively, if you make
your gift using credit card, please be sure

to specify W. Edgar West Fund on your
donation form. This will allow your gift to
go into our fund, instead of the Educational
Foundation’s general fund, so we can use it
to award scholarships to our members or pay
for their expenses to attend Conferences,
Leadership Academies, Karnea and many
other educational opportunities (for a full list
of acceptable uses of the funds, please visit our
website at www.owudelts.org).
Your gift, even though designated for
Mu’s benefit, still counts toward your lifetime
giving level and is treated no differently than
any other gift you’ve made to the Foundation,
other than it goes solely to Mu’s benefit.
Currently, we have a little over $10,000 in
our fund. We must maintain $25,000 in the
fund at all times for the Foundation to con-

tinue administering it. We have two years to
reach the $25,000 level, that’s why it is crucial
that we get all of Mu’s members to designate
their gift to the W. Edgar West Educational
Fund. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding our Educational Fund, please contact me at delthctreasurer@gmail.com.
About W. Edgar West: W. Edgar (Ed) West,
Mu ’23, was Secretary-Treasurer of the House
Corporation for for nearly two decades. He was
treasurer of Nationwide Insurance and was on
the Arch Chapter as Secretary of the Fraternity
in the early 1950s. Brother West was actively
involved in the campaign to make the current
Shelter a reality, and for that we are thankful.

New Advisors
DTD Welcomes New Additions to Alumni Advising Team
Mitchell Briant ’07 – House Corporation
President
Taking over for outgoing House Corporation
President John Ford ’73 is Mitchell Briant
’07. Mitchell lives in Columbus, Ohio and
works in Delaware, so he is always close to the
house. He and his wife, Erica, are expecting
their first child in April. Mitchell has
assisted House Corp and has been involved
with mentoring the active members since
graduating. His strong commitment to the

Jeff Pistone ’99 – Chapter Advisor
In August, Jeff Pistone ’99 officially took
over for Dan Rettig ’96 as the new Chapter
Advisor. Jeff is a Senior Systems Engineer for
Motorists Insurance, and lives with his wife
Anne and two sons Zachary and Jacob in
Delaware, Ohio. We have been fortunate to
be able to depend on Jeff for various forms of

support throughout the years, and when Dan
stepped down, it was fitting that he step into
an official role on the Alumni Advising Team.
Please join me in welcoming Mitchell and
Jeff to the Alumni Advising Team, and wish
them the best of luck. Mitchell can be reached
at mjbriantjr@gmail.com and Jeff can be
contacted at Jeffrey.pistone@gmail.com.

Chapter Eternal

Alumni UPdates

Chapter Honors the Memory and Legacy of
George Kratt ’41

John Ezra Moore ’53
(1730 Grape St, Denver, CO 80220-1351;
moore123@aol.com) I received a letter from
the President of OWU (Rock Jones) that I
was selected to receive an honorary Doctor of
Science degree. This degree was presented to
me in October.

In 2010, Mu Chapter lost one of its
most loyal members. Mr. George Kratt
’41 passed away on September 15, 2010.
Generations of Mu Brothers can surely
recall the frequent trips Mr. Kratt made
to Delaware for anything from Alumni
Weekend to Presidents Dinners to just
visiting with the chapter members. In
addition to serving as Delta Tau Delta’s
Alumni IFC delegate for 30+ years, he,
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chapter led to a unanimous decision in voting
him in as the new President.

and his brother, James Kratt (‘47) also
attended nearly every Karnea from 1958
to 2008.
Brother Kratt was truly the epitome
of a Good Delt, and one can only hope
to contribute so much to so many
during a lifetime. As a tribute to Mr.
Kratt, we have changed the name of
our annual fund to The George Kratt
Alumni Fund.

www.owudelts.org

Don Paul Metz ’57
(1605 SW Saint Andrews Dr, Palm City, FL
34990-2203; dmetz1@bellsouth.net) It has
been more than two years since my wife,
Kathy, passed away on Sept. 25, 2008. Thank
god for my friends, especially those from
my Yacht Club. They have pulled me up in
so many ways. Such a blessing to have true
friends.
March 2011

Alumni Reunion
Thank you to Scott Glazer ‘84 for
submitting the following…

What’s New with You?
Share your news, updates, stories and pictures
in the next issue of our newsletter!
Email your submissions to content@
affinityconnection.com.
Ideas include:
• What is your funniest memory from your
DTD days?
• What is the one memory that you will
share/have shared with your children and
grandchildren?
• What about your membership in Mu
Chapter makes you the most proud?
• What’s new in your life today (Weddings,
babies, career changes, etc.)?

The three of us have been getting
together to play golf. This picture is of
Dan Bishop ’82, Howard Greenstone
’83, and myself on a golf course in
Miami in late October, 2010.

From Active to Alumnus
Graduating Brother Reflects on His Time as an Active Delt Brother
By Jason Mojzer ‘11

In my two years since initiation, Delt has
been my guiding illumination through
my daily life. Delt has taught me how to
handle decisions effectively and responsibly.
Brotherhood at Delt has always been one of
our strong points in the sense that I call this
home and I like the fact I can just wander
through the house and hang out with all of
the other brothers.

I am going to miss the spontaneity of the
house because just sitting around talking can
turn into something completely unexpected
and those are the memories that I am going to
hold onto for the rest of my life.
I’ve held a few positions in the house, but
the one that has meant the most to me is the
Pledge Educator position. This position has so
many benefits because I am shaping the future

of Delt and I almost get to relive the “good
parts” of pledging.
The only regret I have had at OWU is
not pledging Delt earlier. It wasn’t until I had
sought out fraternity life, that I found the real
values of being a Delt. Truth-Courage-FaithPower.

Chapter Report
Mu Chapter Pledges a Strong Class of Leadership
By Sean Tate ’12, Mu Chapter President

If I chose one word to sum up Mu Chapter,
it would be brotherhood. Regardless of the
situation presented before the brothers of Mu
Chapter, good or bad, the sense of brotherhood in the chapter becomes more apparent.
Brothers are encouraging each other to push
themselves out of their comfort zones and get
involved in areas and events around campus
in which they previously had not considered
in pursuit of not only being better men, but
also better Delts.
Mu Chapter’s new Faculty/Academic
Advisor Rusty McClure ’72, also a Mu Chapter
alumnus, is working alongside myself to build
off this excellent sense of brotherhood to
improve every aspect of the chapter so that we,
as a chapter, can realize our true potential. All
of the brothers are excited to show our commitment to the Fraternity, which has been such a
Mu Murmurs

big part of our lives during our college years.
nity presidents on the Council of Fraternity
Presidents, Dana Behum (the University’s
I must also mention our spring pledge
new Greek Life Advisor) and especially Rusty
class and all of the promising action they
have shown. They are, without a doubt in my McClure and my brothers in Mu Chapter. We
are all excited to show our commitment to
mind, the most organized pledge class I have
lives of excellence.
ever seen. I cannot select a single member
who has not displayed
his leadership ability at some point
throughout the pledge
process.
Personally, I have
set a high bar for not
only Mu Chapter as
a whole, but also for
myself as chapter president. I am looking
forward to working
Brothers group together on Pledge Day
with my fellow fraterwww.owudelts.org
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Alumni Spotlight
Branch B. Rickey Reminds Mu Brothers of Delta Tau Delta’s Guiding Principles
From January 24-27, Branch B. Rickey
’67 graced the Ohio Wesleyan community with his presence for Branch Rickey
– Jackie Robinson Week. He participated
in numerous events and seminars, and was
gracious enough to stop by the Shelter for a
visit on Wednesday evening, January 26.
The story of W. Branch Rickey has
certainly been reiterated to all Mu brothers,
past and present, but it is always refreshing
to be reminded of the guiding principles
that bless our fraternity. Having Mr. Rickey
back on campus to discuss the legacy of his
grandfather and his family helps reinforce
and ensure we never forget who we are
and what we stand for. You can view his
discussions on OWU’s website at http://
rickeyrobinson.owu.edu/videos.html.
Thank you, Mr. Rickey, for all you do,
and for stopping by the Shelter to visit with
our local alumni and meet our active brothers.

The following is an email that was
received from Nevin Scrimshaw ’38 sharing his exposure to W. Branch Rickey and
the Rickey Family. This is truly a fascinating story:
As your records will show when I pledged
Delta Tau Delta in 1933, Branch Rickey
Junior was the president of the fraternity.
Delta Tau Delta was also the last in scholarship on the campus.
Branch Rickey Senior decided that this
would not do and set about to change it. He
had the brothers bring in freshmen with good
academic records and helped to recruit them.
In my case, I had been targeted by Sigma
Alpha Epsilon, the first in scholarship at the
time and had sent my “trunk” to them, as was
the case in those days.
Branch Rickey Senior convinced me
to join Delta Tau Delta to participate in

rebuilding, that it would be more challenging
to bring up the scholastic status of the fraternity rather than inherit it. With his help, a
freshmen class with strong academic credentials was pledged. When I graduated in 1938,
Mu Chapter was the first in scholarship on
the campus.
This is not the end of my Branch Rickey
story. I was traveling on a train from Boston
to Miami to do summer fieldwork in Panama
in the summer of 1940 and discovered Branch
Rickey Junior on the train. He told me that
his father was about to make an announcement that would startle the professional baseball world, but would not reveal it. Soon after
came the announcement that the St. Louis
Cardinals had signed Jackie Robinson.
Fraternally,
Nevin Scrimshaw ’38

Why Delt?
A Collection of Articles from our Newest Members
Eric Dixon ’14
Coming to OWU, I really had no conceptions
of where I would be in four years, let alone
in 20 years. I found myself as a young
freshman facing the exciting but challenging
college experience that would see me through
my maturity into the real world. Like any
incoming freshman at OWU, fraternity life
presented itself as a powerful force, especially
on such a small campus. I was pretty much
into fraternity life from day one, and despite
the wide variety of fraternities, Delt stood out
to me the most. Delta Tau Delta was instantly
the fraternity that caught my interest. The
brothers were always open and welcoming for
incoming freshman. They seemed to exude a
strong sense of brotherhood, not only for each
other, but for their community as a whole.
David Fuller ’14
Coming out of high school, I never
considered going Greek. However, once I
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began “going up to Delt,” my opinions were
drastically altered. Once I began to know two
of the brothers through Ultimate Frisbee,
I began frequenting the house much more.
Soon after that, I began meeting some of
the other brothers. When rush events began
at the beginning of the semester, I finally
had met the entire chapter. Even though I
never thought I would join a fraternity, the
brothers convinced me otherwise that Greek
Life could benefit me in a multitude of ways.
For example, as an only child, I had never
experienced living with other people around
my age. I always wondered how my life would
have been different if I had any siblings.
After rush week had ended, I decided to find
out and become a pledge. The promise of
bettering myself through living in the House
building lifelong friendships with the brothers
inspired me to sign my bid. This is why I
joined.

www.owudelts.org

Adrian Pekarcik ’14
Joining a fraternity was never on my mind
when I first came to OWU. My family
frowned upon the idea, which routed me away
from associating with anything Greek. When
I did come to Ohio Wesleyan, however, I
soon realized that if anything, there were very
few reasons why one should be against Greek
Life. The brothers at Delt really changed my
views on what fraternity life is about. They
showed me what a real community is and
what brotherhood is really about. There are
far more positives to come out of a fraternity
than anything. My decision to pledge at Delta
Tau Delta has been such a thrilling experience
so far. I am making some of the best friends I
am sure to have for a life time and the many
more to come. With countless memories at
the house already, I am sure there are many to
come in the future. Do work. Rush Delt.

March 2011

